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What’s going on in the
lead-up to Harvest, and beyond




whistling, swirling
spread wings flex, tail flares -
the kite’s serenity

Haiku by David Brown. Haiku in English are based on a Japanese form of poetry, briefly
conveying a moment of awareness of nature or human life.

Thoughtful, quietly spiritual, this page in the magazine is intended as a space for reflection.
St John’s Church and its Remembrance Garden is open every day from 10.00am to 5.00pm for
anyone who wants a quiet place for personal reflection.
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supportand o - Call the Office to discuss the range of

companionship g specifically tailored services we can provide
. for you or an elderly loved one.

01582 764305 www.nannies4grannies.co.uk  SeNME

GEOFFREY WARWICK

Furniture Restoration, == ;. ; — '
Conservation & K —
French Polishing

Wth over 30 years® experience
all restoration 1s undertaken
using only traditional
techniques and materials.

“Geoffrey is a mine

of information ... I felt —
like taking him home

so he can advise me.”

Jane Bidder Journalist, Daily Telegraph

rd
www.geoffrey-warwick.co.uk
Tel: 01727 799747 Email: info@geoffrey-warwick.co.uk
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ello and welcome to our lively
H Parish Magazine for Autumn with
what is going on (and what has been
happening) at your local parish church. Inside
you'll find details of some of our regular
services such as Harvest Festival and All Souls'
service. There’s also a date for 'Popcorn in the
Pews' a new event for October half term, and
details of when Andy Ford, Headteacher of
St George’s, Harpenden is visiting St John's
(helpful for those Year 4 and above hoping to
go to St George’s). Importantly, you'll find
an invitation to our Giving Sunday, where we e \
will talk about how you can help support us © Sally Masson Photography
financially. I hope you enjoy reading and look
forward to welcoming you to St John's soon.

With blessings,
Tim

Revd Tim Vickers
Vicar of St John's Harpenden

www.stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

An Afternoon of Stage and Screen
Sunday 28" September 3.00pm
Harpenden Concert Band

Featuring music including Star Wars, Jurassic Park, There’s No Business
Like Show Business, Super Mario Bros, and much more!

Conducted by St John’s Director of Music Matt Harrison to open St John’s
2025-26 concert series.

Admission free, with proceeds from a collection shared between a charity
nominated by the band and provision for music at the church.

To reserve tickets contact music@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk



http://www.stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
mailto:music%40stjohnsharpenden.org.uk%20?subject=

6 AUTUMN 2025

Specialising in Harpenden
Property for over 30 years

LAND
ACQUISITION

ALLSOPP I

PROBATE
VALUATIONS
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Junior Choir Grows , { &

St John’s newly formed Junior Choir has gone
from strength to strength since its formation

at the end of 2024. The choir rehearses for

30 minutes, twice a month on Sundays
immediately after the morning Eucharist, and
joins the Church Choir on the first Sunday

of each month and other special occasions,
including weddings, and the Service of Lessons
and Carols at Christmas. Members are aged “T bave grown in confidence in
from 7 to 12; they receive free musical training, performing to a crowd. Singing in a
as well as pocket money for their commitment! choir is so much fun!”

“The benefits of singing are well documented, in terms of physical and mental
health, cognitive development, social connection and creativity. We would love to
welcome new children to the choir in September. There are no auditions; all we ask
is that children come along regularly and sing with great enthusiasm,” says Music
Director Matt Harris.

Do contact Matt if your child would be interested in joining the choir, or if you have
any queries music@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk He would love to hear from you!

“It is really fun singing with people and learning ~ “I love having the opportunity to sing in church
new songs. When we sing with the choir we can  because it is a really great space and everyone can
bear the barmonies which I like.” bear you show off your talent.”

Popcorn in the Pews

Big screen projector, bar, popcorn,
great company — all inside the church.

Thursday 30" October 2025
4:00pm - Family Screening

Bring the whole family for a fun-filled movie afternoon in the church!

7:30pm — Grown-Up Screening
The bar will be open for a proper midweek night out — movie on the big screen,
drink in hand, relax!

Tickets and movie titles will be announced soon. See pew sheets or follow us on
Facebook and Instagram for updates.


mailto:music%40stjohnsharpenden.org.uk?subject=
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SERVICES

mMmechanix

AWARD WINNING HEALTH & WELLNESS CLINIC SPORTS THERAPY

MASSAGE
A eV MUMMY MOT’S
] g CRANIAL &
= i PAEDIATRIC
' L l p OSTEOPATHY
i [ INJURY
'l.\ w4 REHABILITATION
69B High Street, Harpenden, AL5 2SL  www.bodymechanixharpenden.co.uk °01582 945900 Yimg‘h'gMY

Miriam Louise CBT

COUNTRIFI
Cognitive Behaviour Therapist

NETWORKS
Supporting people with

Anxiety-Panic-Depression-OCD- HARPENDEN BASED
Phobias-Stress-PTSD -Drug & Alcohol INTERNET, WIFI &
?

concerns, learn new skills and ways of

thinking in order to feel better. CCTV SERVICES
For further details contact; WE HELP HOMES AND
07933809064 BUSINESSES WITH:

SLOW INTERNET

Miriamlouisechbt@outlook.com
WIFI COVERAGE

https://www.facebook.com/Miriamscbt

flexible appointment times available; telephone, ETHERNET CABLING
video call and in person. CCTV SYSTEMS
INTRUDER ALARMS
e
¢9ACCPH
e — WWW.COUNTRIFI.CO.UK

“HARPENDEN
(L CLEANING

Professional Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
01582 715641 and 07870 946269
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Meet the New Warden

I have to confess that I'm never really sure what
to say when people ask me to “say a bit about
myself”. T suppose it depends on the context

- but, even so... Do I start off by saying how
long my wife, Mary Jean, and I have lived in
Harpenden (about 30 years — so not quite long
enough to count as a native) or how long we’ve
been coming to St John’s or what I did before I
retired (IT consultant in the voluntary sector). I
help out at the Harpenden Trust; I’'m a producer
and presenter at Mix 92.6 (our local community
radio) and I have two children, two grand-
children and a cavapoo, Millie.

St John’s has had a long line of very capable

and committed churchwardens. Those are some
big shoes to fill but I already know that I have
bucket-loads of support; I will be relying mostly
on Mary Jean — who, as many will know, was
churchwarden from 2012 to 2018; and I’ve
already had so many offers of help from members
of the congregation. T am hugely optimistic about
St John’s and how we can continue to build up
our ministry... and I have some ideas...

Tain Pritchard

wardens@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

Lain Pritchard, St John’s newly
elected Churchwarden. The role
is vital to the smooth existence of
a church, both practically (bricks
and mortar, drains and heating
etc) and spiritually (support for
the parish priest, a bridge berween
the congregation and the clergy).
Churchwardens act as a link to
the wider community and are
key to ensuring the church is
welcoming and thriving.

All Souls’ Service
Remembering departed loved ones

Saturday 1* November 2025 3.00pm

Everyone is welcome.

The service is followed by refreshments.

Names to be remembered can be added on the day, but ideally
please email the Parish Office in advance.
parish.office@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk



mailto:wardens%40stjohnsharpenden.org.uk%20%0D?subject=
mailto:parish.office%40stjohnsharpenden.org.uk%20%20%0D?subject=

10 AUTUMN 2025

New, easy access Chiropody/Podiatry Clinic
18 Broadfields AL5 2H]J

Susan Hammersley
MRCPod.
Having moved from Southdown, Susan now
offers the same quality service in new premises.

Visit: Harpendenchiropody.com
Email: susan.chiropodist@outlook.com
Tel: 07811290215

CHRIS HEWITT CYCLES
Repairs & Renovations

Bicycle, Tricycle & Tandem Specialists

Harpenden’s Longest
Established Cycle Business

Tel: 01582 763622

Cycles built to order; Wheelbuilding;
Large range of spares & accessories stocked;
New & secondhand cycles supplied to order.

CG ACCOUNTING
LIMITED
‘ivw

Offering accounting, bookkeeping &
tax services to suit all businesses

Self-Assessment, PAYE, VAT,
Bookkeeping, Payroll,
Management Accounts,
Annual Accounts Compliance

Contact Caroline Guy on

Mobile: 07786 863050
Email: info@cgaccounting.co.uk
www.cgaccounting.co.uk

DVVM

LECTRIC/
Your trusted
local electrician

» Lighting and power
installations

« Consumer unit upgrades

* Full and partial rewires

* EV chargers

* And much more

£

David McTurk

07736276162
info@dwmelectrical.co.uk

Our future
starts here

Beechwood Park

Join us at our Open Mornings
Michaelmas, Lent and Summer Terms

A vibrant, forward-thinking co-educational
independent school for young minds aged 3-13.
Set in beautiful Hertfordshire countryside near
Harpenden, we offer an outstanding education
that nurtures, engages and inspires.




ST ]OHN)S PARISH MAGAZINE 11

St John’s Harvest Wordsearch

Find the twelve harvest themed words in the wordsearch.
Many of them appear in this magazine.

They may be spelled backward, forward, horizontally,
vertically or diagonally!

CHURCH HYMNS GIVING PRAYER
HARVEST FOODBANK GOD CREATION
TINS OFFERTORY THANKS BROWNIES
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Harvest Festival
Sunday 5% October 2025 9.30am
All Age Eucharist

God of grace and mercy, whose Son, Jesus Christ, demonstrated his love
through acts of compassion and offers freedom from the things that hold us
back: we pray your blessing.

May we, your Church, overflow with compassion and generosity as we support
efforts to help children to free themselves from poverty through education.
And may your good news of hope and salvation touch ever more people.

- From the Bishop’s 2025 Harvest Appeal Prayer

As St John’s fills with bounty, Rainbows and Brownies lead prayers in a special
service of thanksgiving, including a collection for the Bishops' Harvest Appeal and
donations for St Albans and District Foodbanks.

Eor the foodbank, please bring / DIOCESE OF The Bishop of St Albans
tmned' and'packaged food. A [ ST ALBANS ."" Harvest Appeal 2025
shopping list of current needs, v ove Dllsrggp

from long life milk to small
boxes of tea and much more,
is at https://stalbansdistrict.
foodbank.org.uk/ There’s also
a list of local foodbanks and

: . Rewrite
ow to get vouchers to access

them; or phone 01727 811 118 Esther's
Rewrite Their Future: Fu t ure

improve access to education

This year’s Bishop’s Harvest SlEuCtture

partners with Mission Direct
whose work in Uganda and

of thousands of
other children.

Zambia focusses on building . Support Mission &
schools in some of the Direct's work to®
world’s most under-resourced | i L-E I Tl ol-T0h 0]
communities. After one year, educationin®™

their schools will serve over ~ Uganda and Zambia.
2,945 children. At a time
when 250 million children
globally are not in school, this
is one small but vital way we
can help change that reality.



https://www.stalbansdiocese.org/parishsupport/growing-community/bishops-harvest-appeal/
https://stalbansdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/

ST ]OHN)S PARISH MAGAZINE

DID YOU KNOW?

The St Albans Mayoralty was established over
four centuries ago. This year when Councillor
Teresa Heritage, one of the elected District
Councillors for Harpenden South Ward, was
elected St Albans and District Mayor she selected
St John’s Revd Tim Vickers as her curate.
Resplendent in her formal Chain of Office, red
gown and tricorn hat, the Mayor now has a
purely civic role. Her duties include supporting
and raising funds for specific charities. Teresa

has chosen Community First Responders and
Pancreatic Cancer UK. Come time for religious
aspects like the annual Mayor’s Civic service at St
Albans Cathedral and the Beating of the Bounds
ceremony, Revd Tim undertakes the religious
roles for the mayor.

Celebration of Giving Giving at St John's

St John's is at the heart of the Southdown

community and as you may have read in the
Summer magazine, it is totally self-financing. It costs us £4,000 a week to
run St John's, so we can be a

Did yoru bmowr that..

On Sunday 12 October at 9.30am we hold

a special service to celebrate all that has been
given to the church both through regular
giving by members of our congregation and by

occasional giving at services to celebrate special |ENEIIPTITRrRa—. ) OHN—i—S
. . . . M to 15™ | 202
occasions like Easter, Christmas and Baptisms. I Sees

place of welcome for all
every day of the week.

We welcome everyone from the local community to join us on Giving Sunday
— come and hear how as a church we balance our finances as well as what plans
we have for the future to further our outreach in the local community.

Without the generosity of those in our community we wouldn't be around as
your local church.

Thank you, and hope to see you on 12 October.
Revd Tim

13
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Stamps, blister
packs and more
Local recycle update

e StJohn’s continues to recycle used postage
stamps, candles and greetings cards (not Christmas
cards). There are collection boxes in the porch.

* Boots in Harpenden are now accepting empty

pill blister packs. This is linked to their recycling

app, so that you can get Advantage points. The app also accepts some hard to
recycle branded beauty products.

e The Green House in St Albans (46 London Road, AL1 1NG) also take
empty blister packs, printer ink cartridges and dental care items. The Green
House is a community eco-hub for St Albans, Harpenden and surrounding
villages, and well worth investigating: https://thegreenhousestalbans.org/

Please note that any unwanted pills should be taken to your chemist for disposal,
and not put in the recycling bins.

Fairtrade Fortnight
September 2274 — October 5%

St John’s is a Fairtrade Church, using Fairtrade tea, coffee and sugar, and
encouraging people to buy Fairtrade in their weekly shop.

Fairtrade is about better prices, decent working conditions, local sustainability,
and fair terms of trade for farmers and workers around the world. By requiring
companies to pay sustainable prices (never lower than the market price), Fairtrade
addresses the injustices of conventional trade, which traditionally discriminates
against the producers from low-income countries. On food stuffs and craft goods,
the Fairtrade symbol means the product meets international Fairtrade standards.
See https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/

Margaret Charlston, St Jobn’s Eco Church group.



https://thegreenhousestalbans.org/
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/ 
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Mothers' Union DTSR UNION

Christian care for families
[ Diocese of BN

All are warmly welcomed to Mothers'
Union informative, interesting talks.
Refreshments follow. Do join us as a
guest, first Thursday of the month in the
church Committee room, 2.30pm.

October 27 Liz Sergeant talks about ‘Art
and the Artist’. Her varied slides and
lively style of teaching bring light and

colour into the darkening days of autumn.

November 7" Mary Sumner, the founder
of Mothers’ Union, was born in 1828 in
Lancashire. She called women of all social
classes to support one another and to see
motherhood as a profession as important
as those of men. Today membership
numbers 4 million (women and men)
across 83 countries. The Ven Andrew
Ballard will talk to the Branch about her
life and legacy.

Mary Sumner, 1828-1921,
Mother’s Union Founder

Carol Cooke, Branch Leader. Contact parish.office@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

St John’s Brush Party

What’s a Brush Party? It’s a fun step-by-step approach to your own
creativity. Last summer’s Brush Party led people to discover their
artistic ability — and raised £150 for St John’s. Artist Jo walks the group
through the painting process, everyone creating the same picture. She
provides everything needed, including painting equipment, paint,
brushes, canvases and even aprons. Prosecco, coffee, tea and cakes are

part of the mix. @

‘Tt is great seeing how different everyone’s ’
interpretations are,” says Amanda Knights, Parish
Administrator, who organises the events. ‘Here’s
your chance: a new Brush Party is coming soon!
Keep an eye out for details.’



mailto:parish.office%40stjohnsharpenden.org.uk?subject=Mothers%27%20Union

LIVING TI'-IE
stJOHN's
SOUTHDOWN LIFE

Highlights from a lively season: St John’s Patronal

Festival, Grove School Summer Festival, Baptisms,
Pentecost, Trinity, First Communion,
flowers, and Hymns and Pimm’s -
can you spot yourself here?
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Is Your Computer Misbehaving? M

@

[ )
Harpenden Computer Services o

e

L 01582 769 207 ¥ info@HarpendenComputerServices.co.uk
@ www.HarpendenComputerServices.co.uk

Macs | PCs | iPads | Smartphones | Internet | Email | Backups | Data Recovery

HIGH ELMS 01582840144 07939 623675

Tree Surgery Ltd www.highelmstreesurgery.co.uk

Email: info@highelmstreesurgery.co.uk

« NPTC CERTIFIED » DEAD WOODING + T.P.O. & PLANNING
+ POLLARDING + REDUCTIONS APPLICATIONS
« RESHAPING » CROWN LIFTING « 24hr EMERGENCY
= STUMP REMOVAL » AGRICULTURAL SERVICES ~ CALL-OUT
- HEDGES TRIMMED, - LOGS DELIVERED « TREE SURVEY
SHAPED & REMOVED « TREE REMOVAL INSPECTIONS & REPORTS

No Job too small - FREE Estimates & Advice « Fully Insured to £10 million & Approved by Local Authorities

Registered in England No. 5005478

Herts, Beds, Bucks & London + we will beat any written quotation VAT Reg. No. 847 4261 12

BEHICKS

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
AUDIT & TAX SPECIALISTS

www.hicks.co.uk

* Free Initial Consultation (Quote STJOHN25) TAX OFFICE:

¢ Personal Tax Returns e Tax Planning 4 8 Harding Parade,
e Sole Trader, Partnership and Limited Station Road,
C A t ; Harpenden,
ompany Accounts . ALS ASW
e Bookkeeping ¢ VAT e Payroll Tel: 01582 463 590
ICAEW Email: tax@hicks.co.uk or

CHARTERED

e Specialists in Business Startups \3“
4 accountants admin@hicks.co.uk

and Company Formations
L Help With R & D CIaimS Registered to carry on Audit work in the UK by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
May 2025 results ®

Many thanks to all those who delivered envelopes and donated for the Christian
Aid Week house-to-house collection back in May. We collected a £746.98 plus
£170.25 in Gift Aid from St John’s. The total for the whole of Harpenden was
£4,670 (including £724 in Gift Aid). This support makes a real difference to
indigenous communities in Guatemala, providing specialist training in climate
resilient farming methods to build resilience to extreme weather and take back
control of their harvests. If you missed it, it’s not too late to donate at:
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week

Thank you.

Margaret Charlston,
St John’s Christian Aid Week co-ordinator

- i
Brownies Birthday gy

This year sees the 50" birthday of the 19" Harpenden Brownies, celebrated

in June with a picnic on the common for all current girls, their parents, and
leaders past and present. Revd Tim and the Mayor of St Albans, Teresa Heritage,
were special guests. Everyone received a badge designed by one of the girls to
commemorate the happy event.



https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
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YOURILOCAL TRADI
FULLYTRAINED/LOCAL FAMILY(BUSIN

ARDS/APPROVER

LOCKOUTS  UPVCDOORS  WODDEN DOORS
EMERGENCY CALLOUTS  POLICE VETTED
FASTIRESPONSETIMES
WITHINMINUTES
WWW:LOCKSMITHSRUS247.C

011582 7 68555 1

LABOUR CHARGE
MONDAY-FRIDAY
9AM-5PM
'WHEN SHOWN THIS ADVERT

Phillips

TRUST THE NAME YOU KNOW

St Albans Marshalswick
Dartmouth House Marshal House
68 Alma Road 67 The Quadrant
St Albans Marshalswick
AL13BL AL4 9RD
01727 851006 01727 812244
Harpenden Watford
Parchment House (incorporating
9 Victoria Road Macleans Funeral
Harpenden Funeral Directors)
AL5 4EB 837 St Albans Road
01582 461100 Watford
WD250LH
01923 968880
Bushey

(incorporating Hemley Funeral Directors)
35 Harcourt Road, Bushey WD23 3PP
02081 312 969

DIGNITY

PARTY % 80X

PARTY DECORATIONS

‘Transforming ‘Birthdays
into sMagical Celebrations jor 30 years!

Tel: 07938 403637 4A Piggottshill Lane, Harpenden AL5 1LH
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Southdown Performing Arts Centre
(SPACe)

September 15" SPACe Drama Club starts

A fun-filled opportunity to develop skills including physical theatre,
devising, and immersive theatre with a qualified course leader. There will
be two groups, 4.00 — 5.00pm for children aged 7 — 11, and 5.15 - 6.15pm
for children aged 11 — 14.

At the end of each ten-week term there will be a presentation of the skills
learnt for parents and friends. The cost is £100 per term. Some assisted
places are available, email us for more information®.

November 25" High Street Players Autumn production
For details visit www.hsplayers.org.uk

November 28" Southdown Christmas Lights Switch on

SPACe will be open so do come in for a mince pie and hear about our
plans for the development of the building.

Our aim at SPACe is to be a Christian performing arts centre offering an
affordable and inclusive community space with events which explore life
and faith.

*Email: office@southdownspace.org www.southdownspace.org

Need a prayer?

St Luke’s Cell Prayer Group are always happy to pray for you
(confidentially if needed). The group is named after the disciple and
physician Luke, who is the patron saint of doctors. A request can be as
simple as a name, if preferred. We don't need to know details in order to
pray. Members pray individually and also meet monthly to pray for anyone
in the parish who asks for prayers for themselves or for their loved ones.

If you would like us to pray for you or someone else then
please contact Michael Hughes
01582 765576

21
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% St Hilda’s School

Caring, Curious & Confident

THE BEST START FOR GIRLS AGED 2-11

For an exceptional all-girls education in the heart of Harpenden, choose St Hilda’s.

Discover
more here

Our academic excellence, co-curricular success, and thriving school community
are shaped by a uniquely nurturing, inclusive, and girl-centred approach.

We’ve been helping girls to achieve their potential for over 130 years.
Start your daughter’s journey at St Hilda’s.

n www.sthildasharpenden.co.uk @ @SA

INDEPENDENT

Ass

ATION

WRENS ELECTRICAL g pord

Est. over 50 years ALL ASPECTS OF ELECTRICAL
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS WORK UNDERTAKEN

New Lighting Systems LED’s Fault finding Electrical Installation Condition Report
3-phase installation Complete rewires Test and inspect  Security lighting
Supply & Install EV charging points Data wiring No job too small

Call Martin on: .
Harpenden 01582 762435 www.wrenselectrical.co.uk

Mobile 07973377086 email: martin.wren@sky.com

STEPHANIE RANDALL SKAZEYS T ime e
THE FLOWER STUDIO Pottery painting for everyone )

We run weekly sessions in Harpenden,
please visit www.glazetime.co.uk
for the latest schedule.

2 Leyton Green, Harpenden

s 2T
Hert 4 ALS E We also offer private bookings,

TEL 01582 769919 takeaway kits, clay impressions &
commissions.

www.stephanierandall-theflowerstudio.co.uk For more info please contact
Michelle on 07958 324520

LA VAVAVA VaVavAVevavavava Ve Ve Vavava VaVave Ve v Vavavava vave v
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Little Acorns

Little Acorns is a friendly toddler group for babies, pre-school
children and their carers.

We meet in St. John’s Hall on Tuesdays, 10.00 — 11.30am. Little Acorns
No need to book. Come along for a warm welcome, a cup of

coffee, home-made cakes and chat. All are welcome. The children

enjoy a healthy snack, activities, a story and singing.

Autumn term starts 9" September — ends 16" December

Half term break 28" October — 4" November

No booking necessary. A voluntary donation is all that is asked.
For more information, please contact parish.office@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
Telephone 01582 712776

Toddler Service

You and your toddler are invited to St
John’s inclusive, relaxed toddler service
Thursdays at 10.15 in term time. We
start in church with a beverage and
cake, then tell a Bible story with an
interactive craft. You don’t need to be
baptised or a member of St John’s to
come. It’s a welcoming space, do join :
us! To find out more, why not email the N
Vicar at vicar@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

Thursdays, 10.15am

Autumn term: AL
11" September — 18 December

Half-term holiday: 7
30" October %,



mailto:parish.office%40stjohnsharpenden.org.uk?subject=Little%20Acorns
mailto:vicar%40stjohnsharpenden.org.uk?subject=Toddler%20Service
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ALL BRICKWORK
UNDERTAKEN
GARDEN WALLS TO EXTENSIONS
Specialising in House Repointing
and Renovations
QUALIFIED TRADESMAN
DAVID SAMPSON
TEL: 01582 762773

Your Local Chartered Building Surveyors

Design & Planning drawings

Building Regulation drawings 07968 728704
Project Management
Party Wall Agreements
Building Surveys

— S RICS
5 URVEYORSE Free initial site visit (‘\

DAVIS & CO

CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS

info@mb-surveyors.co.uk
www.mb-surveyors.co.uk

Looking for expert guidance on Inheritance Tax
(IHT) and Trust Planning, Wills, and Probate?

At Davis & Co LLP, we provide tailored solutions For A Free Quote Call 07496019112
to protect your family’s future. _ FEBE _
-Planting ~-Topiary
. . -Specialist Pruni -Hedge Trimmi
Contact us at: Davis@davisllp.couk " .0 i iarty o meed Kiliing
01582 761121 -Leaf clearance -Maintenance Plans

MJG Builders Limited oot e

Over 25 years experience

All general building work undertaken including:

Full Refurbishment | Extensions | Loft Conversions | Basements
Kitchens | Bathrooms | Call now for a Free Estimate

Tel: 01582 761815 M: 07702 190277
mijgproperty@btinternet.com
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Speaking of Education

Sunday 14" September 2025 9.30am
Education Sunday

Blessing our junior church leaders
and all teachers and those in education

Is your child in year 4 and interested in
applying for St George’s? On Sunday 14®
September we look forward to welcoming
Andy Ford, Headteacher at St George’s,
who will be our guest preacher. It's a great
opportunity to find out more about the
Christian ethos of St George’s, and start

your St George’s journey. Andy Ford, Headteacher
St George’s School

Blessings on
beginnings...

Sunday 7 September 2025 9.30am

Back to school, back to work, off to university.
Returning to normal, or a new adventure?
Bring your school bags, back packs, briefcases,

laptops for a blessing at the altar on the first
Sunday in September.

Remembrance Sunday

Sunday 9* November 2025 9.30am
Parish Eucharist




26 AUTUMN 2025

o N
of NS
1 W

St John's Junior and Mini Church

St John’s expanded provision for children is tailored around school term dates.
Junior and Mini Church meet at 9.25am in the church hall and rejoin their
families half-way through the service so we share in Communion together.

Junior Church - For primary school ages, reception and up. Children learn about
God in a fun and inclusive way, exploring arts and crafts and playing games for
greater understanding.

Mini Church - For preschool children under 5 years old with their adult. A
chance to explore, play and hear the story that Junior Church is learning.

All Age Eucharist - At 9.30am we are all in church together, in a Communion
service with the sermon and hymns geared for younger members.

Autumn Term Dates (allowing for half term)

7th September All Age Eucharist, and Blessing of School Bags
14 September Junior and Mini Church

21% September Junior and Mini Church

28th September Junior and Mini Church

5th October All Age Eucharist and Harvest
12t October Junior and Mini Church

19t October Junior and Mini Church

2" November All Age Eucharist and All Saints
9t November Junior and Mini Church

16" November Junior and Mini Church

23 November Junior and Mini Church

30* November Junior and Mini Church

There is generally no special children’s provision on Sundays either side of half-
term and Sundays in school holidays (except for special reasons like Palm Sunday
and Easter).

For more information contact
parish.office@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
Telephone 01582 712776



mailto:parish.office%40stjohnsharpenden.org.uk?subject=Junior%20and%20Mini%20Church
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Local Treasures:
Florist Stephanie Randall

Stephanie Randall was born in a small cottage in Luton Road, Harpenden.

She went to Batford Infants, The Grove and then Roundwood Senior School.

She trained to be a florist at Oaklands College in St Albans later in life when
her three daughters were at school. Stephanie worked in a few florists before
opening her first shop in Station Road in 2004, and then moved to Leyton
Green in 2012.

An independent shop, not part of a national chain, Stephanie finds its
success still overwhelming after almost 21 years. Stephanie credits this to her
wonderful customers, her amazing staff and especially Elaine, her most loyal
and talented florist.

Called ‘Stephanie Randall, The
Flower Studio’ her shop’s style is

a nudge to the Dickensian period
(think sparkling chandeliers, hustle
and bustle, and lots of bows). You
enter to a tapestry of flowers and a
pure decadence of colour and scent.
Stephanie offers bouquets arranged
in water or handtied for a vase and
ready to go. Personal preference
orders are welcome, too, and

there are fascinating potted plants,
including orchids and succulents,
along with extras like textured and
glass vases and scented candles.
Stephanie invites you to stroll in to
indulge your senses, but of course
she’s ever ready to arrange and deliver
flowers for all occasions.

27
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K.S. & K.G.TYLER

Motor Engineers
All makes of cars

serviced and repaired

Harpenden, Hers | 01582 713328

Established since 1964

Ken Hodson Computer Hardware and Software Repairs

» Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business

* No fix, no fee for all repairs — you have nothing to lose

* Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be
picked up from and delivered back to you

Telephone: 07974 156743 or 01582 794723
Email: enquiries@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk

FAROMA
¥ CATERING

Aroma Catering: Your Weekly Meal Solution!

Tired of cooking every day? Let Aroma Catering bring the joy of home-
cooked meals to your table! We offer delicious, freshly prepared daily and
weekly meals tailored to your preferences. Make life easier and tastier
with Aroma Catering. Contact us to customise your meal plan and expe-
rience the convenience of prepped meals every day.

Aroma Catering - Where EveryMeal Feels Like Home.

Phone : 075617103130
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Parish registers

Baptisms
Welcome to the family of God

11 April 2025
Albert John Spencer

8t June 2025
Theodoro Joaquim Busqueti Lloyd

29" June 2025
Arthur Macdonald

Marriages

Joined by God

11 April 2025
Frances Elizabeth Dyson and
Joseph William Spencer

.ﬁ;\z
\Christening@
at St John's

Are you interested in having
vour child christened?

If you live in Southdown you can have
vour child christened at St John’s (even
if you’re not a regular church goer)

If you’d like to have a chat about what’s
involved please email
parish.office@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
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Funerals in Church
May they rest in peace

24 April 2025
Betty Hollows

28t April 2025
Doris Porteous

15% May 2025
Annie Glyn-Davies

16% May 2025
Angela Thonger

6™ June 2025
Brian Ellis

12 June 2025
Dick Richardson
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8.00am
9.30am

5.00pm

10.30am

9.30am

:
%
Regular Services at St John's

Sundays

Holy Communion in the Lady Chapel

Parish Eucharist (also live streamed) followed by coffee in the hall.
All Age Eucharist, normally first Sundays of the month
Evening service, see website for details

Wednesdays

Holy Eucharist is celebrated in the Lady Chapel
Monday - Friday inclusive

Morning prayer is said

Church is open every day from 10.00am to 5.00pm.

Service times may change so please check the calendar on our website or sign up

there to our weekly or monthly newsletter www.stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

Watch our Parish Eucharist and other special services on our YouTube channel -
search for "St John's Church, Harpenden" or visit:

https://www.youtube.com/StJohnsChurchHarpenden
The Parish Office is open Monday — Thursday 10.00am - 2.00pm



https://www.youtube.com/StJohnsChurchHarpenden
https://www.stjohnsharpenden.org.uk/

PARISH OFFICE

For enquiries, including
marriages, baptisms, funerals
and hall bookings, please
contact the parish office.

OPEN
MONDAY - THURSDAY
10.00am - 2.00pm

Amanda Knights
Telephone: 01582 712776
parish.office@
stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

If you are in need of help

or know anyone in need of
support, please contact
support@stjohnsharpenden.
org.uk

Parish Directory

VICAR

Revd Tim Vickers

Telephone: 01582 469343
vicar@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
CURATE

Revd Ritah Namakula
ritah@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
READERS

Lauryn Awbrey
Telephone: 01582 624823
lauryn.awbrey@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

David Nye
Telephone: 01582 762785
dandhnye@btinternet.com

Anne Edwards

Telephone: 01582 767449
WARDEN

Iain Pritchard
wardens@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Matt Harrison
music@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
TREASURER

Alison Bygrave
treasurer@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION

Sarah Mckie
delivery@sgohnsharpenden.org.uk

Our magazine is published four times a year and is delivered free to all homes and businesses in

the parish.

We are very grateful to those who write contributions and the many volunteers who distribute
and deliver the magazines, come rain or shine, to everyone in the parish.

We welcome advertisements and are delighted to be able to provide full colour.

St John’s PCC takes no responsibility for statements made in advertisements or other content
in this magazine nor linked websites, nor for any matter arising therefrom.

To protect privacy, personal email addresses do not appear in the web edition, unless requested.
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What’s going on in the lead-up ro Harvest, and beyond

www.stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
St John’s Church, 5 St John’s Road, Harpenden, Herts AL5 1D]
Parish Office 01582 712776

X @StJohnsAL5 n @StJohnsAL5 @stjohnsal5



