St John’s, Harpenden

TJOHN's

Parish Eucharist

29" May 2022
Sunday after Ascension

‘You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is
not here. Look, here is the place where they laid him.” (Mark 16.6)



WELCOME
Please stand when the Procession enters.
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 228

| Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia,
to his throne above the skies; Alleluia,
Christ, the Lamb for sinners given, Alleluia,
enters now the highest heaven. Alleluia!

2 There for him high triumph waits;
lift your heads, eternal gates.

He hath conquered death and sin;
take the King of Glory in.

3 Lo, the heaven its Lord receives,
yet he loves the earth he leaves;
though returning to his throne,
still he calls mankind his own.

4 See, he lifts his hands above;
see, he shews the prints of love;
hark, his gracious lips bestow
blessings on his church below.

5 Still for us he intercedes,

his prevailing death he pleads;
near himself prepares our place,
he the first-fruits of our race.

6 Lord, though parted from our sight,
far above the starry height,

grant our hearts may thither rise,
seeking thee above the skies.

GREETING

I In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Christ is risen. Alleluia!
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Christ yesterday and today,

the beginning and the end,

Alpha and Omega, all time belongs to him, and all ages;
to him be glory and power,

through every age and for ever. Amen.

The President introduces the service.
THE PRAYERS OF PENITENCE

Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us.
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.

Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you feed us with the living bread.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive you + and free you from your
sins, heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in

Christ our Lord. Amen

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest.
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship

you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest.



Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are
seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the
glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT

Let us pray

O God the King of glory,

you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven:
we beseech you, leave us not comfortless,
but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us
and exalt us to the place

where our Saviour Christ is gone before,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever

Amen.

please sit for BIBLE READING Acts 16:16-34

'*One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave girl
who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of
money by fortune-telling. "While she followed Paul and us, she would
cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to
you a way of salvation.” '®She kept doing this for many days. But Paul,
very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “l order you in the
name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very
hour. "’But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was
gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace
before the authorities. *When they had brought them before the
magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city; they are
Jews *'and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans
to adopt or observe.” *?The crowd joined in attacking them, and the
magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be
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beaten with rods. 2After they had given them a severe flogging, they
threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them

securely. **Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost
cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.

»About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God,
and the prisoners were listening to them. **Suddenly there was an
earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison were shaken;
and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were
unfastened. ”When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide
open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he
supposed that the prisoners had escaped. *But Paul shouted in a loud
voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” ®The jailer called for
lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. **Then
he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must | do to be

saved?” *'They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be
saved, you and your household.” **They spoke the word of the Lord to
him and to all who were in his house. **At the same hour of the night he
took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were
baptized without delay. **He brought them up into the house and set
food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had
become a believer in God.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

remain seated for the GRADUAL HYMN 690 Jesus is Lord

Jesus is Lord! Creation's voice proclaims it
For by His power each tree and flower
Was planned and made

Jesus is Lord! The universe declares it
Sun, moon and stars in heaven

Cry, 'Jesus is Lord!'

Jesus is Lord! Jesus is Lord!
Praise Him with Alleluias
For Jesus is Lord!



Jesus is Lord! Yet from His throne eternal
In flesh He came to die in pain

On Calvary's tree

Jesus is Lord! From Him all life proceeding
Yet gave His life a ransom

Thus setting us free

Jesus is Lord! O'er sin the mighty conqueror
From death He rose, and all His foes

Shall own His name

Jesus is Lord! God sent His Holy Spirit

To show by works of power

That Jesus is Lord

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 17.20 - end
Stand as the Alleluia begins and turn to face the Gospel.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Jesus said to them, ‘l am the bread of life.
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

+ Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.

%] ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will
believe in me through their word, *'that they may all be one. As you,
Father, are in me and | am in you, may they also be in us,” so that the
world may believe that you have sent me. *The glory that you have
given me | have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, *’|
in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that
the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as
you have loved me. **Father, | desire that those also, whom you have
given me, may be with me where | am, to see my glory, which you have
given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.

» ‘Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but | know you; and
these know that you have sent me. I made your name known to them,
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and | will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me
may be in them, and | in them.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit for the SERMON
A short silence follows the Sermon.
Stand for THE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets.

We believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. ‘FAmen.



Sit or kneel for the INTERCESSIONS

In joy and hope let us pray to the Father.

After each petition:
Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.

At the end of the prayers:
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers,
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Stand for THE PEACE

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said ‘Peace be
with you’. Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.

The Peace of the Risen Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

The Congregation share the Peace with those immediately around them, saying
‘Peace be with you’.

Please stand for the OFFERTORY HYMN 227

| Crown him with many crowns,

the Lamb upon his throne;

hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns
all music but its own!

Awake, my soul, and sing

of him who died for thee,

and hail him as thy matchless King
through all eternity.



2 Crown him the Virgin's Son,

the God incarnate born,

whose arm those crimson trophies won
which now his brow adorn:

Fruit of the mystic Rose,

as of that Rose the Stem;

the Root whence mercy ever flows,

the Babe of Bethlehem.

3 Crown him the Lord of love;
behold his hands and side,

those wounds yet visible above

in beauty glorified:

no angel in the sky

can fully bear that sight,

but downward bends his burning eye
at mysteries so bright.

4 Crown him the Lord of peace,
whose power a sceptre sways

from pole to pole, that wars may cease,
and all be prayer and praise:

his reign shall know no end,

and round his pierced feet

fair flowers of paradise extend

their fragrance ever sweet.

5 Crown him the Lord of years,
the Potentate of time,

creator of the rolling spheres,
ineffably sublime:

all hail, Redeemer, hail!

for thou hast died for me;

thy praise shall never, never fail
throughout eternity.

During the Offertory hymn, the gifts of Bread and Wine are brought to the Altar.

Remain standing.



Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ,
our risen high priest; make yourself known in the breaking of bread.
Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
almighty and eternal Father,

and in these days of Easter

to celebrate with joyful hearts

the memory of your wonderful works.

For by the mystery of his passion

Jesus Christ, your risen Son,

has conquered the powers of death and hell

and restored in men and women the image of your glory. He has placed
them once more in paradise

and opened to them the gate of life eternal.

And so, in the joy of this Passover,

earth and heaven resound with gladness,

while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation sing for ever
the hymn of your glory.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest!

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in
the highest!

please sit or kneel
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We praise and bless you, loving Father,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord;

and as we obey his command,

send your Holy Spirit,

that broken bread and wine outpoured

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his
Friends and, taking bread, he praised you.

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for you and for many

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of
salvation, we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died!

Christ is risen!

Christ will come again!

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day

when your kingdom comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the
earth. Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms

and bring us with our Lady Mary, St John, St Alban and all the saints to
feast at your table in heaven.

Through whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever. Amen!
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Saviour taught us, so we are bold to say:

Our Father,

who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

Thy kingdom come,

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in
one bread.

AGNUS DEl

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

The Celebrant invites the people to Communion saying:
"t Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.

Lord | am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word,
and | shall be healed.
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All Baptised Christians who normally receive Communion in their own church are
welcome to do so here.

If you would like to receive a Blessing, bow your head at the Altar rail.

Please follow the direction of the warden:s.

Gluten free wafer are available

COMMUNION HYMN(S)
232 the head that once was crowned with thorns;
207 Jesus Live, thy terrors now
Remain kneeling or seated.
A short period of silence is kept after Communion.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray

Eternal God, giver of love and power,

your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world
to preach the gospel of his kingdom:

confirm us in this mission,

and help us to live the good news we proclaim;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and
blood of your Son Jesus Christ; through him we offer you our
souls and bodies, to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the
power of your Spirit, to live and work to your praise and glory.
Amen.

Sit for the NOTICES
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FINAL HYMN 532 All creatures of our God and king (omit starred verses)

All creatures of our God and King,
lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia, alleluia!

Thou burning sun with golden beam,
thou silver moon with softer gleam:

[Refrain:]
O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, alleluia, allelluia!

Thou rushing wind that art so strong,

ye clouds that sail in heaven along,

O praise him, alleluia!

Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice;

ye lights of evening, find a voice: [Refrain]

Thou flowing water, pure and clear,

make music for thy Lord to hear,

Alleluia, alleluia!

Thou fire, so masterful and bright,

that givest us both warmth and light: [Refrain]

Dear mother earth, who day by day
unfoldest blessings on our way,

O praise him, alleluia!

The flowers and fruits that in thee grow,
let them his glory also show: [Refrain]

Let all things their creator bless,

and worship him in humbleness;

O praise him, alleluia!

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,

and praise the Spirit, Three in One: [Refrain]
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BLESSING AND EASTER DISMISSAL

The Lord be with you
And also with you

The God of peace who brought again from the dead our
Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, make you
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you
that which is well pleasing in his sight; and the blessing

of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you now and
always. Amen.

Go in the peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia!
Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Remain standing as a Voluntary begins and the Recession takes place.

All are invited to join us for refreshments in the Church Hall after the sevice
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