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Living God’s Love

Parish Magazine

WINTER 202§
What’s going on in the
lead-up to Christmas, and beyond



marble
in a marbled sky

winter moon

Haiku by Susan Lee Kerr. First published in Blithe Spirit 33.2, May 2023. Haiku in English
are based on a Japanese form of poetry, briefly conveying a moment of awareness of nature or
human life.

Thoughtful, quietly spiritual, this page in the magazine is intended as a space for reflection.
St John’s Church and its Remembrance Garden is open every day from 10.00am to 5.00pm for
anyone who wants a quiet place for personal reflection.
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supportand o - Call the Office to discuss the range of

companionship g specifically tailored services we can provide
. for you or an elderly loved one.

01582 764305 www.nannies4grannies.co.uk  SeNME

GEOFFREY WARWICK

Furniture Restoration, == ;. ; — '
Conservation & K —
French Polishing

Wth over 30 years® experience
all restoration 1s undertaken
using only traditional
techniques and materials.

“Geoffrey is a mine

of information ... I felt —
like taking him home

so he can advise me.”

Jane Bidder Journalist, Daily Telegraph

rd
www.geoffrey-warwick.co.uk
Tel: 01727 799747 Email: info@geoffrey-warwick.co.uk
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Vicar's Welcome

elcome to our Winter Issue
of the St John’s Parish
Magazine which covers the

months of November, December and
January. This means you’ll find inside
all our Christmas Services. Whether
it is singing carols down the pub to
something more traditional, we hope
we have everything covered. We are
also holding a special service for those

who find Christmas difficult due to Revd Tim with Dean Bliss, after preaching
bereavement or any other reason. Please 4 d presiding at Lima’s Cathedral on
know everyone is especially welcome Sunday 10th August 2025. See pXX for

to join all our services at St John’s, your more Pernvian adventures.

parish church.

Revd Tim Vickers
Vicar of St Jobn's Harpenden

www.stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

St John’s Community Lunch

Warmth of soup,
warmth of company

Thursdays throughout
the winter months

12noon - 2.00pm
St John’s Church Hall

Cozy comfort in the cold months.
Drop in for home-made soup and bread, cake and tea or coffee.
No booking, no fee, just donations if possible.

For further information contact Maryhoare57@gmail.com

5
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Specialising in Harpenden
Property for over 30 years

LAND
ACQUISITION

ALLSOPP I

PROBATE
VALUATIONS
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Christmas concerts at St John’s

Festive and classic, contact the organisers for information on programmes,
booking and refreshments.

Thursday 4% December AT Society Christmas Concert
7.00pm See p12

Monday 15th December Hardynge Choir Celebrate Christmas!
8.00pm See p19

Wreath Making
Saturday 6th December 2025
1.30 - 4.00pm

St John’s Church Hall

Wreath making lead by experienced florist Mary Hoare. Materials will
be supplied but do bring your own scissors and secateurs.

£15 per person (adults only), including refreshments.

Please reserve your space via the sign-up sheet in church, or contact
Maryhoare57@gmail.com

Brownies Christmas Crafting B‘ﬁms

Were you a Brownie? Did you always want to be a Brownie? The 14
Harpenden Brownies would love to invite you to an evening of Christmas

crafting and Christmas treats on Tuesday 2™ December, 6:15 - 7:15pm, in St
John’s Church Hall.

All ages are most welcome and it's free, do just come by, but it will help us
with numbers if you'll say you're coming by emailing:
14thharpendenbrownies@gmail.com

Y
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SERVICES

mMmechanix

AWARD WINNING HEALTH & WELLNESS CLINIC SPORTS THERAPY

MASSAGE
A eV MUMMY MOT’S
] g CRANIAL &
= i PAEDIATRIC
' L l p OSTEOPATHY
i [ INJURY
'l.\ w4 REHABILITATION
69B High Street, Harpenden, AL5 2SL  www.bodymechanixharpenden.co.uk °01582 945900 Yimg‘h'gMY

Miriam Louise CBT

COUNTRIFI
Cognitive Behaviour Therapist

NETWORKS
Supporting people with

Anxiety-Panic-Depression-OCD- HARPENDEN BASED
Phobias-Stress-PTSD -Drug & Alcohol INTERNET, WIFI &
?

concerns, learn new skills and ways of

thinking in order to feel better. CCTV SERVICES
For further details contact; WE HELP HOMES AND
07933809064 BUSINESSES WITH:

SLOW INTERNET

Miriamlouisechbt@outlook.com
WIFI COVERAGE

https://www.facebook.com/Miriamscbt

flexible appointment times available; telephone, ETHERNET CABLING
video call and in person. CCTV SYSTEMS
INTRUDER ALARMS
e
¢9ACCPH
e — WWW.COUNTRIFI.CO.UK

“HARPENDEN
(L CLEANING

Professional Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
01582 715641 and 07870 946269
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Thank you to Ritah

We give thanks for Ritah’s ministry among us during her time at St John’s. As part
of her curacy training, Ritah will now be completing her curacy at St Leonard’s in
Sandridge, where she’ll continue to grow and develop her ministry in a new setting.

We’re deeply grateful for all that Ritah and her family have brought to our church
family, and we wish them every blessing as they continue this next chapter of
their journey.

Christmas Concert at SPACe
Saturday 13" December 7.30pm

Beati, a professional vocal ensemble, will hold a Christmas Concert on
Saturday 13" December at Southdown Performing Arts Centre (SPACe).
The concert will be in two halves, the first half traditional SATB sacred
anthems and carols; the second half upbeat fan-favourite modern
Christmas songs. And there will be audience sing-along songs and carols.

Tickets £10 (£8 concessions) including refreshments from:
ticketsource.co.uk/southdownspace

Friday afternoon entertainment at 2.30pm continues on 9" January, 6%
February and 6" March. Tickets, £5, from Southdown Hardware. Details
from www.southdownspace.org



https://southdownspace.org/
http://ticketsource.co.uk/southdownspace
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New, easy access Chiropody/Podiatry Clinic
18 Broadfields AL5 2H]J

Susan Hammersley
MRCPod.
Having moved from Southdown, Susan now
offers the same quality service in new premises.

Visit: Harpendenchiropody.com
Email: susan.chiropodist@outlook.com
Tel: 07811290215

CHRIS HEWITT CYCLES
Repairs & Renovations

Bicycle, Tricycle & Tandem Specialists

Harpenden’s Longest
Established Cycle Business

Tel: 01582 763622

Cycles built to order; Wheelbuilding;
Large range of spares & accessories stocked;
New & secondhand cycles supplied to order.

CG ACCOUNTING
LIMITED
‘ivw

Offering accounting, bookkeeping &
tax services to suit all businesses

Self-Assessment, PAYE, VAT,
Bookkeeping, Payroll,
Management Accounts,
Annual Accounts Compliance

Contact Caroline Guy on

Mobile: 07786 863050
Email: info@cgaccounting.co.uk
www.cgaccounting.co.uk

DVVM

LECTRIC/
Your trusted
local electrician

» Lighting and power
installations

« Consumer unit upgrades

* Full and partial rewires

* EV chargers

* And much more

£

David McTurk

07736276162
info@dwmelectrical.co.uk

Our future
starts here

Beechwood Park

Join us at our Open Mornings
Michaelmas, Lent and Summer Terms

A vibrant, forward-thinking co-educational
independent school for young minds aged 3-13.
Set in beautiful Hertfordshire countryside near
Harpenden, we offer an outstanding education
that nurtures, engages and inspires.
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St John’s Christmas Wordsearch

JQ This puzzle is a Christmas gift to unwrap! Jump in and mark p
up the twelve Christmastide words. They may be spelled 4
backward, forward, horizontally, vertically or diagonally! 4

ANGELS CHRIST GOD  JESUS
JOSEPH LOGOS MARY MEEK
MESSIAH MILD SAVIOUR  WORD

.« — TV =S0-—-—XC-—m
S O<NOTIMO®®
mTTmyw —mMm<2XX>=ED
nrsm=o<zZm -
W XO0—T—-=20mMmO
- M< GOITOMmMXDWm
> MO C O0OO0DOo0Or —=
T O O0OSunLCoOUMCC
ocoommzZ0OO0OnpP =
VDOZ A0V —2$ITOM
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SPONSORED BY

HARPENDEN

BUILDING SOCIETY

4 DECEMBER 7-9PM

*_Join the AT Society for a night of Christmas carqls )
: and classic Christmas songs ¢

FEATURING: AT:
MAGIC VOICES, LOCAL SCHOOL CHOIR ST JOHN’S CHURCH,
& MIKE HODGE HARPENDEN, AL5 1DJ

. TAYLOR 7Ny n
jith thanks to! WAl TON  CAPITALSKY LTD.

Orange The World

A United Nations initiative to eliminate violence
against women and girls across the world.

INNER WHEEL
Inner Wheel is a global women’s organisation UNITE IN ACTION

HER SAFETY
OUR PRIDRITY

Y\

and proudly supports the campaign.

This international campaign takes place each year,
starting on November 25th

“International Day for the Elimination m‘l:\“ﬁ
of Violence against Women” . S

( and ends on December 10th )

“Human Rights Day”

Supported by
The Inner Wheel Club of
Harpenden Village www.innerwheel.co.uk

Harpenden Village Inner Wheel Club supports Orange the World by collecting items needed
for St Albans & Hertsmere Women's refuge, Friday morning 5* December from 10am ontside
Waitrose in Leyton Road. Further information HVIWC@hotmail.co.uk


mailto:HVIWC%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=

DID YOU KNOW?
Holy Family?

Have you ever pondered at how
the first Christmas is portrayed as
‘perfect’? For a start Mary had a
pregnancy of exactly nine months,
and we don’t hear any mention of
crying baby Jesus or anything else
about having a new baby. Mary and
Joseph must have had just as much
of a challenge as any new parents,
with sleepless nights and nappies
and a steep learning curve. If you
are thinking you might not quite
“fit in” with what St John’s does at
Christmas, think again. ‘Perfect’ or
imperfect, your presence matters and
you are most welcome.

ST ]OHN)S PARISH MAGAZINE
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Typical harassed new parent? Here’s

Joseph from the Holy Family group in
St John’s Lady Chapel. He had to help
his partner give birth on a stable floor.

s

fabe

Sunday service play area. Most Sundays St John’s offers Junior and Mini Church

(see dates p26). But when it isn’t on we have books and colouring sheets for
children in the newly refreshed play area at the back of church. You can keep your
restless young ones occupied without missing the service.

13
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Thoughts on a A
Green Christmas THE STORY OF

Our society places a high value on
‘owning’ and ‘being up to date’. We
can feel pressure to buy ‘stuff’ we don’t : i =
really need. Almost everything we buy WITH ANNIE LEONARD
depletes the world’s resources, and

over-consumption is the biggest driver

of climate change. If you’d like to learn WWW.StOI'YOfSthf.OI'g
more about our finite resources and the

impact of our consumer culture I thoroughly recommend Annie Leonard’s simple,
entertaining cartoon ‘The Story of Stuff’ www.storyofstuff.org

It’s great to give presents. But is it possible to do this in a greener way, with less of
an impact on the world’s resources? To reduce waste, we need to tackle both ends of
the cycle; buying less and recycling more. Here are a few ideas:

* Make your own. Home-made cakes, biscuits, preserves, cards...

e Go for a plastic-free Christmas. Avoid plastics in presents, wrapping paper,
cards, crackers, etc. Plastics are made of oil, and hard to recycle.

* Buy presents made from recycled materials.
* Buy second-hand or recycle/upcycle yourself. Books, toys, games...
e Give cinema or concert tickets, memberships or subscriptions...

* Donate to charity instead of giving presents. Many charities supply gift cards
and there is a huge range of projects to support.

With all best wishes for a happy and green Christmas.

Margaret Charlston, St John’s Eco Church.



https://www.storyofstuff.org 

https://www.storyofstuff.org 
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Scam season! AANA A A A

The Christmas holidays are a great time of year. Many of us buy gifts online,
some pack up and visit family or travel for skiing. It may surprise you that cyber
criminals enjoy this season too — if you are getting deliveries, expecting the winter
fuel allowance or booking a holiday be on the look-out for targeted scams.
Strong indicators that you are dealing with a cyber-criminal include:
e Suspicious communications such as an unexpected cancellation, a refund or a fine.
e Fake offers or discounts that sound too good to be true.

® Requests for credit card details over text, WhatsApp, email or other social media
platforms.

® Unexpected phone calls.

If you are concerned about a suspicious message:
* do not use any of the contact details in the message itself.
e do not click any of the links.
* do not scan any QR codes (they are the same as links!).

e do not open attachments.

If you are using a mobile phone to read emails, stop, and go view the message on an
iPad, tablet, Mac or PC — the screen is bigger, so it’s easier to spot the misspellings,
logos or vagueness that indicate a scam. If you still have doubts contact the
company or holiday booking agent directly through their customer service team.
Do not use the email you received to find contact details!

If you have received a scam email forward it to report@phishing.gov.uk or forward
scam texts to 7726. There have been over 40 million scams reported since the launch
of this scheme back in 2020 so you're in good company.

If you realise you've been scammed:

® Stop all communications with the scammer, do not appeal to their good side -
they simply want your money and don't care how it affects you.

e Contact your bank using the contact
details on your bank card or dial 1-5-9 and
ask to be put through to your bank.

e Finally report it to Action Fraud via their
web site www.actionfraud.police.uk who
have lots of further advice for you.

Stay safe online and have a scam free season!

Jon Evans
www.itsecuritylocksmith.co.uk

Cyber expert Jon Evans helps run the
live streaming of St John's services.


http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
http://www.itsecuritylocksmith.co.uk/
mailto:report%40phishing.gov.uk?subject=
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Advent, (Lvestrmas arne
Piepaiing for (Tiistmas

Sunday 30" November Advent Bible Study

and 7%, 14t 215t December Four Sundays in Advent, after coffee in

11.00am the church hall, 11.00am -11.45am, considering
the Bible in the approach to Christmas.

Sunday 30" November Advent Carols Service

5.00pm A simple candle lit service for the start of
Advent as we prepare for Christmas.

Saturday 6" December Wreath Making Event

1.30pm A guided activity for adults in the church hall.
See p7 for details.

Sunday 14" December Blue Christmas

5.00pm A service for those who find Christmas difficult.
All invited.

Sunday 21** December Nine Lessons and Carols

5.00pm A traditional service of music and readings. Our

Parish Choir will be joined by our burgeoning
Junior Choir. All invited.

Comnmeenddy (fristmas

Friday 28" November Southdown Lights & Lanterns

5.30pm Lantern parade 5.30pm. Lights switch on. Carols,
market stalls, fun fair rides and free Santa’s Grotto.

Tuesday 2°¢ December Christmas Crafting and Treats

6.15pm The 14" Harpenden Brownies invite all ages to

an evening of Christmas crafting and treats in
St John’s Church Hall. See p14

Thursday 18t December Beer and Carols @ The Engineer Pub

8.00pm Singing your favourite carols with a pint of beer.

Friday 19th December Christmas T@3

3.00pm Christmas afternoon tea to bring good cheer to
the elderly in our community in St John’s
Church Hall.

For up-to-date details on all church activities visit: www.stjohnsharpenden.org.uk/
St John’s Church is open every day 10.00am - 5.00pm. For regular services see page 30.
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‘beyond... St Jolins 2025

Famddy fiiendly (liiistimas

Sunday 30 November Advent Sunday Parish Eucharist

9.30am Start of Mary and Joseph’s travelling crib.
Sunday 7t December All Age Eucharist

9.30am

5.00pm Christingle

Family friendly service learning about the light
of the world and supporting The Children’s Society.

Christmas Messy Church
Story, craft, worship and food. Ideal for families
with young children, this is something different

Saturday 13t December
2pm - 3.30pm

Sunday 14*" December
9.30am

Thursday 18t December
10.15am

Wednesday 24th December
11.00am

3.00pm

replacing our usual Christmas Holiday Club.

Free and no need to book but all children must

be accompanied.

Parish Eucharist

Toddler Service
An interactive service for pre-schoolers and
their adults.

Crib Service

Suitable for younger members of the family of
pre-school age. A short service of carols with
refreshments afterwards.

Walking to Bethlehem
Meet outside the Co-op as we walk the journey
to Bethlehem

Meviy Clistmas!

Wednesday 24th December
11.30pm

Thursday 25" December
8.00am

10.00am

Midnight Mass
Celebrate Christmas by Candlelight
Incense will be used at this service.

Christmas Day Holy Communion
Quiet service without carols.

Christmas Day All Age Parish Eucharist

Suitable for all the family with interactive talk.

Turn the page to see beyond Christmas
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Is Your Computer Misbehaving? M

@

[ )
Harpenden Computer Services o

e

L 01582 769 207 ¥ info@HarpendenComputerServices.co.uk
@ www.HarpendenComputerServices.co.uk

Macs | PCs | iPads | Smartphones | Internet | Email | Backups | Data Recovery

HIGH ELMS 01582840144 07939 623675

Tree Surgery Ltd www.highelmstreesurgery.co.uk

Email: info@highelmstreesurgery.co.uk

« NPTC CERTIFIED » DEAD WOODING + T.P.O. & PLANNING
+ POLLARDING + REDUCTIONS APPLICATIONS
« RESHAPING » CROWN LIFTING « 24hr EMERGENCY
= STUMP REMOVAL » AGRICULTURAL SERVICES ~ CALL-OUT
- HEDGES TRIMMED, - LOGS DELIVERED « TREE SURVEY
SHAPED & REMOVED « TREE REMOVAL INSPECTIONS & REPORTS

No Job too small - FREE Estimates & Advice « Fully Insured to £10 million & Approved by Local Authorities

Registered in England No. 5005478

Herts, Beds, Bucks & London + we will beat any written quotation VAT Reg. No. 847 4261 12

BEHICKS

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
AUDIT & TAX SPECIALISTS

www.hicks.co.uk

* Free Initial Consultation (Quote STJOHN25) TAX OFFICE:

¢ Personal Tax Returns e Tax Planning 4 8 Harding Parade,
e Sole Trader, Partnership and Limited Station Road,
C A t ; Harpenden,
ompany Accounts . ALS ASW
e Bookkeeping ¢ VAT e Payroll Tel: 01582 463 590
ICAEW Email: tax@hicks.co.uk or

CHARTERED

e Specialists in Business Startups \3“
4 accountants admin@hicks.co.uk

and Company Formations
L Help With R & D CIaimS Registered to carry on Audit work in the UK by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales
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Beyond (1istmas

Sunday 28% December Parish Eucharist

9.30am

Sunday 4" January All Age Parish Eucharist for Epiphany
9.30am Suitable for all the family, with Blessing of

Epiphany Chalk for house blessing. Incense will
be used at this service.

Sunday 2% February All Age Parish Eucharist for Candlemas
9.30am Suitable for all the family, celebrating the light
of Christ. Bring candles or torches for blessing.
Wednesday 18 February Ash Wednesday, Lent begins
. ' THE-
Celebrate Christmas! A YNGE
A selection of Carols for Choir and Audience CHOIR

Supporting Earthworks St Albans

Michael Veazey - Conductor ~ Martyn Noble - Organ
St John's Church, Harpenden, Monday, 15 December 2025, 8:00pm

Join us for seasonal refreshments in the Church Hall

Tickets: Unreserved £18; Students £9; Under 16 free
Programme notes included in ticket price

Book Online: www.hardyngechoir.org or call 0845 475 1664

Need a prayer?

St John’s is open for private prayer every day from
10am-5pm. If you would like someone to pray for
you, please do get in touch with the vicar or with
our St Luke’s Cell Prayer group (01582 765576). If .
you are struggling on your own, you might wish to

use this prayer:

Dear God, as we approach Christmas time and as the /
nights get darker, may I know your presence with me.

Help me to notice the people and places that bring light

to my life. And might I have the courage to shine as a

light for others who need it too. Amen.
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YOURILOCAL TRADI
FULLYTRAINED/LOCAL FAMILY(BUSIN

ARDS/APPROVER

LOCKOUTS  UPVCDOORS  WODDEN DOORS
EMERGENCY CALLOUTS  POLICE VETTED
FASTIRESPONSETIMES
WITHINMINUTES
WWW:LOCKSMITHSRUS247.C

011582 7 68555 1

LABOUR CHARGE
MONDAY-FRIDAY
9AM-5PM
'WHEN SHOWN THIS ADVERT

Phillips

TRUST THE NAME YOU KNOW

St Albans Marshalswick
Dartmouth House Marshal House
68 Alma Road 67 The Quadrant
St Albans Marshalswick
AL13BL AL4 9RD
01727 851006 01727 812244
Harpenden Watford
Parchment House (incorporating
9 Victoria Road Macleans Funeral
Harpenden Funeral Directors)
AL5 4EB 837 St Albans Road
01582 461100 Watford
WD250LH
01923 968880
Bushey

(incorporating Hemley Funeral Directors)
35 Harcourt Road, Bushey WD23 3PP
02081 312 969

DIGNITY

PARTY % 80X

PARTY DECORATIONS

‘Transforming ‘Birthdays
into sMagical Celebrations jor 30 years!

Tel: 07938 403637 4A Piggottshill Lane, Harpenden AL5 1LH
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iHola! St John’s Peru connection

It started as a trip to Peru to see his sister-in-law and grew into an exciting new
link across the Anglican Communion — all because Revd Tim went to church on
a Sunday. Visiting Lima's Anglican Cathedral in 2024 Tim struck up a friendship
with the Dean. Impressed by their ministry to some of Peru's poorest people,

St John's fundraised for their mission as part of our Christmas Appeal in 2024,
raising £2,200. In 2025 Revd Tim went to see how the money was being used, and
took the opportunity to know more of the Anglican Church in Peru.

A mural for the children’s room at Lima Lima’s Anglican Cathedral of the Good

Cathedral shows Noah’s Ark (with some Shepherd. Built in 1949 but there has been
Peruvian animals) funded from St John’s a Protestant Church in Lima since 1849.
Christmas Appeal.

Inside the cathedral. They have a weekly Revd Tim preaching in Spanish at Santa
congregation of about 50 people, and Maria Virgen Anglican Church in Lima. His
worship in English. first sermon in Spanish!



22 WINTER 2025

% St Hilda’s School

Caring, Curious & Confident

THE BEST START FOR GIRLS AGED 2-11

For an exceptional all-girls education in the heart of Harpenden, choose St Hilda’s.

Discover
more here

Our academic excellence, co-curricular success, and thriving school community
are shaped by a uniquely nurturing, inclusive, and girl-centred approach.

We’ve been helping girls to achieve their potential for over 130 years.
Start your daughter’s journey at St Hilda’s.

n www.sthildasharpenden.co.uk @ @SA

INDEPENDENT

Ass

ATION

WRENS ELECTRICAL g pord

Est. over 50 years ALL ASPECTS OF ELECTRICAL
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS WORK UNDERTAKEN

New Lighting Systems LED’s Fault finding Electrical Installation Condition Report
3-phase installation Complete rewires Test and inspect  Security lighting
Supply & Install EV charging points Data wiring No job too small

Call Martin on: .
Harpenden 01582 762435 www.wrenselectrical.co.uk

Mobile 07973377086 email: martin.wren@sky.com

STEPHANIE RANDALL SKAZEYS T ime e
THE FLOWER STUDIO Pottery painting for everyone

We run weekly sessions in Harpenden,
please visit www.glazetime.co.uk
for the latest list of venues.

2 Leyton Green, Harpenden

s 2T
Hert 4 ALS E We also offer private bookings,

TEL 01582 769919 takeaway kits, clay impressions &
commissions.

www.stephanierandall-theflowerstudio.co.uk For more info please contact
Michelle on 07958 324520

LA VAVAVA VaVavAVevavavava Ve Ve Vavava VaVave Ve v Vavavava vave v
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Little Acorns

Little Acorns is a friendly toddler group for babies, pre-school
children and their carers.

We meet in St. John’s Hall on Tuesdays, 10.00 — 11.30am. Little Acorns
No need to book. Come along for a warm welcome, a cup of

coffee, home-made cakes and chat. All are welcome. The children

enjoy a healthy snack, activities, a story and singing.

The current term ends Tuesday 16% December with a Christmas theme.
New term starts 6 January, with a Half Term break on 17 February.

We wish everyone a happy New Year.

No booking necessary. A voluntary donation is all that is asked.
For more information, please contact parish.office@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
Telephone 01582 712776

Toddler Service

You and your toddler are invited to St i
John’s inclusive, relaxed toddler service
Thursdays at 10.15 in term time. We
start in church with a beverage and
cake, then tell a Bible story with an
interactive craft. You don’t need to be
baptised or a member of St John’s to
come. It’s a welcoming space, do join :
us! To find out more, why not email the N
Vicar at vicar@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

Thursdays, 10.15am
Current term ends 18" December et
Winter term 8 January — 26 March
Half-term holiday 19 Feb



mailto:parish.office%40stjohnsharpenden.org.uk?subject=Little%20Acorns
mailto:vicar%40stjohnsharpenden.org.uk?subject=Toddler%20Service
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ALL BRICKWORK
UNDERTAKEN
GARDEN WALLS TO EXTENSIONS
Specialising in House Repointing
and Renovations
QUALIFIED TRADESMAN
DAVID SAMPSON
TEL: 01582 762773

Your Local Chartered Building Surveyors

Design & Planning drawings

Building Regulation drawings 07968 728704
Project Management
Party Wall Agreements
Building Surveys

— S RICS
5 URVEYORSE Free initial site visit (‘\

DAVIS & CO

CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS

info@mb-surveyors.co.uk
www.mb-surveyors.co.uk

Looking for expert guidance on Inheritance Tax
(IHT) and Trust Planning, Wills, and Probate?

At Davis & Co LLP, we provide tailored solutions For A Free Quote Call 07496019112
to protect your family’s future. _ FEBE _
-Planting ~-Topiary
. . -Specialist Pruni -Hedge Trimmi
Contact us at: Davis@davisllp.couk " .0 i iarty o meed Kiliing
01582 761121 -Leaf clearance -Maintenance Plans

MJG Builders Limited oot e

Over 25 years experience

All general building work undertaken including:

Full Refurbishment | Extensions | Loft Conversions | Basements
Kitchens | Bathrooms | Call now for a Free Estimate

Tel: 01582 761815 M: 07702 190277
mijgproperty@btinternet.com
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Mothers' Union DR UNION

Christian care for families
| Diocese of EIAENGFIE

‘Let your light shine before others, that they may

see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.’
Matthew 5:16.

St John’s Mothers’ Union branch is a friendly group that meets monthly and has
local and global connections. Two autumn topics included a vibrant illuminated talk
on the Fauvist art movement by local artist Liz Sergeant, and a revelation by The
Ven Andrew Ballard of the story of Mary Sumner (1828-1921), founder of Mothers’
Union. Coming up:

December 10" Corporate Communion at 10.30am.

December 11" Advent Service in the Lady Chapel followed by a festive tea in the

Committee room.

January 8% ‘A book I love and why I have chosen it’ -- all members will have a
chance to speak and share their love of reading.

We meet in St John’s Church Hall Committee room at 2.30pm on first Thursdays
and we welcome visitors, so do come and join us.

Carol Cooke, Branch Leader. Contact parish.office@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

Enjoying the gift of fine weather at Mothers’ Union summer garden party. In the antumn,
members brought donations of Christmas presents for children in local domestic refuges and
wrote Christmas cards for prisoners in The Mount.



mailto:parish.office%40stjohnsharpenden.org.uk?subject=Mothers%27%20Union
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St John's Junior and Mini Church

St John’s expanded provision for children is tailored around school term dates.
Junior and Mini Church meet at 9.25am in the church hall and rejoin their
families half-way through the service so we share in Communion together.

Junior Church - For primary school ages, reception and up. Children learn about
God in a fun and inclusive way, exploring arts and crafts and playing games for
greater understanding.

Mini Church - For preschool children under 5 years old with their adult. A
chance to explore, play and hear the story that Junior Church is learning.

All Age Eucharist - At 9.30am we are all in church together, in a Communion
service with the sermon and hymns geared for younger members.

Winter Term Dates 2025 - 2026

23 November Junior and Mini Church

30% November Junior and Mini Church

7t December All Age Eucharist

14 December Junior and Mini Church

25t December 10.00am All Age Eucharist — Christmas Day
4t January All Age Eucharist — Epiphany

11* January Junior and Mini Church

18" January Junior and Mini Church

25% January Junior and Mini Church

1 February All Age Eucharist — Candlemas

There is generally no special children’s provision on Sundays either side of half-
term and Sundays in school holidays but we always have children’s books and
colouring sheets at the back of church.

For more information contact
parish.office@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
Telephone 01582 712776
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Local Treasures: The Conroy Family

‘Max is the brains of the business,” the Conroy family laugh fondly as they
pet their brindle dachshund. The business is Party Box and its heart is the
family who have been a presence in Southdown since the 1970s. Their shop
location, on Piggotshill Lane, has over the years been a hairdresser, a toy
shop, and finally a party supplies shop. But it was only when the Covid
pandemic threatened to shut down Party Box that the Conroys took over
running the operation themselves. ‘I didn’t even know how to blow up
helium balloons!” says Alessandra. “There was local demand,’ explains
Lawson, ‘and we wanted to keep it going. There’s community involvement,
it's a service.”

Life is full for Alessandra. When

not helping people at the counter,

she does the Grove School run for
the youngest of their three children,
walks Max and manages all the busy-
ness of family life — ‘I hope people are
forgiving if now and then they find
the ‘Shop Closed’ sign in the door.

Besides cards and decorations for
birthdays from age 1 to 100, Party
Box covers engagements, weddings,
anniversaries and births as well

as occasions like Christmas and
Valentines Day. Among special items
are pinatas, personalised balloons,
recyclable latex balloons, even
Christmas cards you can plant, plus

sparklers for New Years Eve. An 4

extra bonus leading up to Christmas  Max celebrates his 7% birthday
—now and then Santa visits in person! with Conroy cuddles.

27
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K.S. & K.G.TYLER

Motor Engineers
All makes of cars

serviced and repaired

Harpenden, Hers | 01582 713328

Established since 1964

Ken Hodson Computer Hardware and Software Repairs

» Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business

* No fix, no fee for all repairs — you have nothing to lose

* Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be
picked up from and delivered back to you

Telephone: 07974 156743 or 01582 794723
Email: enquiries@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk

FAROMA
¥ CATERING

Aroma Catering: Your Weekly Meal Solution!

Tired of cooking every day? Let Aroma Catering bring the joy of home-
cooked meals to your table! We offer delicious, freshly prepared daily and
weekly meals tailored to your preferences. Make life easier and tastier
with Aroma Catering. Contact us to customise your meal plan and expe-
rience the convenience of prepped meals every day.

Aroma Catering - Where EveryMeal Feels Like Home.

Phone : 075617103130
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Parish registers

Baptisms
Welcome to the family of God

13 July 2025
Emilia Rose Tootell
Thea Grace Tootell

20% July 2025
Robin Gracie Whelan

27% July 2025
Flynn Ferguson-Gould

17" August 2025
Dominic Charles McKay

31 August 2025
Cecelia Taylor

Weddings at St John’s

Thinking of proposing this Christmas?
Why not get married at St John’s?

If you live in the parish, or have a
connection to the area, we invite you
to consider St John’s church for your
marriage ceremony. Contact the church

office to arrange a time to discuss your _

plans. We would love to be a part of
your special day.

parish.office@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
Telephone 01582 712776

For information about planning a
wedding in a Church of England

church, visit: www.churchofengland.
org./life-events/vour-church-wedding

14 September 2025
Louis David Jack Taqvi
Bonnie Charlotte Louise Taqvi

28" September 2025
Reuben Frederick Fitzsimmons

Marriages
Joined by God

25t July 2025
Rowan Akers and Rebecca Wilkins



https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/your-church-wedding
mailto:parish.office%40stjohnsharpenden.org.uk%20?subject=Weddings%20at%20St%20John%27s
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8.00am
9.30am

5.00pm

10.30am

9.30am

:
%
Regular Services at St John's

Sundays

Holy Communion in the Lady Chapel

Parish Eucharist (also live streamed) followed by coffee in the hall.
All Age Eucharist, normally first Sundays of the month
Evening service, see website for details

Wednesdays

Holy Eucharist is celebrated in the Lady Chapel
Monday - Friday inclusive

Morning prayer is said

Church is open every day from 10.00am to 5.00pm.

Service times may change so please check the calendar on our website or sign up

there to our weekly or monthly newsletter www.stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

Watch our Parish Eucharist and other special services on our YouTube channel -
search for "St John's Church, Harpenden" or visit:

https://www.youtube.com/StJohnsChurchHarpenden
The Parish Office is open Monday — Thursday 10.00am - 2.00pm



https://www.youtube.com/StJohnsChurchHarpenden
https://www.stjohnsharpenden.org.uk/

PARISH OFFICE

For enquiries, including
marriages, baptisms, funerals
and hall bookings, please
contact the parish office.

OPEN
MONDAY - THURSDAY
10.00am - 2.00pm

Amanda Knights
Telephone: 01582 712776
parish.office@
stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

If you are in need of help

or know anyone in need of
support, please contact
support@stjohnsharpenden.
org.uk

Our magazine is published four times a year and is delivered free to all homes and businesses in

the parish.

We are very grateful to those who write contributions and the many volunteers who distribute

Parish Directory

VICAR

Revd Tim Vickers

Telephone: 01582 469343
vicar@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
READERS

Lauryn Awbrey
Telephone: 01582 624823
lauryn.awbrey@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

David Nye
Telephone: 01582 762785
dandhnye@btinternet.com

Anne Edwards

Telephone: 01582 767449
WARDEN

Iain Pritchard
wardens@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Matt Harrison
music@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
TREASURER

Alison Bygrave
treasurer@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION

Sarah Mckie
delivery@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

and deliver the magazines, come rain or shine, to everyone in the parish.

We welcome advertisements and are delighted to be able to provide full colour.

St John’s PCC takes no responsibility for statements made in advertisements or other content
in this magazine nor linked websites, nor for any matter arising therefrom.

To protect privacy, personal email addresses do not appear in the web edition, unless requested.
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