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19th Harpe

The 19th Harpenden Brownies and Rainbows continue to thrive with many more
girls on our waiting lists.

The Brownies celebrated their 40t birthday in June with a big party on the
common where we were joined by many past Brownies, leaders and associates
of the unit. We have been out and about as usual including a trip to Butterfly
World and a Pack Holiday, as well as our visit to the Pantomime and the Gang
Show, and not to forget carol singing at Walker’s Court.

The Rainbows joined the Brownies at the Pantomime, and the units also
combined to hold a Bring and Buy Sale and raise £200 for Children in Need.

All this as well as working for badges, enjoying various arts and crafts, playing
games and singing. We have a lot of fun!

Snowy Owl



Tea at Three

Tea at Three, held on the last Friday of each month in the Hall, was launched in
January 2015 and since then has become a very popular and well attended
event. Aimed at providing friendly companionship over a cup of tea, home-
made cakes and sandwiches, the numbers attending have increased
significantly over the months. Everyone is very welcome to come along and join
us, to meet up with old friends or indeed make new ones.

Although we get together chiefly to socialise, we were delighted with the
entertainment which members of our Junior Choir provided for our Christmas
meeting and our gratitude also goes to Joy Peak, who has occasionally provided
musical accompaniment on the piano during the afternoon.

There is no charge for Tea at Three but we have been overwhelmed by the
generosity of the voluntary donations which have been received. These have
been used to support MacMillan nurses, general church funds and St John's
chosen charity Embrace. In an attempt to 'Live God's Love' our small team of
helpers has co-ordinated well and worked hard to provide good food, a warm
welcome and a happy, relaxed atmosphere. In return much appreciation,
generosity and love have been received. Do consider joining us if you find
yourself free on the last Friday of the month between 3:00 and 5:00, or
alternatively help us to provide these most worthwhile afternoons of sharing
God's love.

The Tea at Three Team




Flower Guild Report 2015-16

At ameeting in January this year, I expressed a wish to relinquish responsibility
for the Church Flower Guild but as nobody has volunteered to take over from
me, we reorganised ourselves so that June Jones organises the rota for flowers
in Church, Carol Harbord is the contact for weddings, funerals and memorials,
via the Office, and Brenda Norwood is Treasurer. I am grateful for the extra
support they have given me and to everyone in the Guild who give time and
energy in creating beautiful displays to enhance our worship.

Last year I reported on the decrease in the number of weddings that we have
arranged flowers for. This trend has continued so regrettably we have had to
increase our charges. Were it not for the generous donations from the
congregation at Easter and Christmas our finances would eventually run down
so we are especially appreciative of this practical support.

We are concerned that the number of ladies on our rota is dwindling, mainly
through ill health and so as not to overburden the remaining ladies we have
decided to cut the number of arrangements done each month. If you would like
to come and try your hand in this pleasant and satisfying task you will be more
than welcome.

Elizabeth Curran



Music at St John’s

2015 - 2016

The musical life of St John’s continues to be diverse and busy.

It has been a huge pleasure to see and hear the Junior Choir grow in confidence
and polish and we are indebted to Madeleine Venner for directing them and
enabling them to achieve this. We are delighted that Terry Charlston, who has
already sometimes directed them in Madeleine’s absence, will be overseeing
their continuity whilst Madeleine is on a period of maternity leave.

We have also had the pleasure of hearing some of our other young musicians
join us in accompanying our worship with a range of instruments on several
occasions.

It is good that the Senior Choir has gained a few new members during the last
year. It is obviously important for any choir that its membership should keep
developing in order to maintain a vibrant tradition. I am, as always, very
grateful for all that they contribute. We were particularly pleased that last year’s
Carol Service proved to be such a highlight of our choral year.

Our fine organ continues to be in much use not only for accompanying services,
but also for being played in concerts and as I teach for the Royal College of
Organists. I am currently seeing some sixteen or seventeen students in this role,
the majority of whom are playing for church services elsewhere. This important
form of musical outreach is hopefully enabling them to develop their skills and
thus enhance what they can bring to the music in their respective churches.
(Their age range is an impressive seventy years, proving that development is a
possibility whatever our age.)

The church is increasingly in demand for use as a concert venue by various
organisations. Our own series of Coffee Concerts also continues to flourish,
offering a wide range of music and performers in a convivial atmosphere on
about seven Saturday mornings of the year.

On a personal note, it was a delight to celebrate having been involved with the
music at St John’s for more than forty years and I am most grateful for the way
in which this was so generously and enjoyably marked last May. I continue to
count myself as very lucky to be involved in the music of a church where its
place is so valued.

Roger Carter



St John’s Youth Group

2015 - 2016

Debbie Knight and I have been “running” the youth group since Amanda left
the parish. We get together regularly to discuss possible activities etc. We
brought new games for the cupboard, such as chess, Jenga, back gammon,
cards, etc. and have had a football table donated to us adding to the table tennis
table and other games which we already had in the cupboard.

We have had a successful year at the Youth Group. We attract approximately
13 to 15 youths each meeting, the majority coming from our congregation. Some
bring friends from other churches. We mainly have boys at the moment, but
hopefully that will even out more over time.

We have had trips 10 pin bowling, which are always popular, the latest trip had
18 of us bowling. This sort of activity helps bring the group together as a
friendship group, therefore encouraging them to come along again. We felt this
was important to get the group underway and enjoying themselves. There is a
core group who come along to most meetings. We have made pizzas, had film
evenings and games nights. The end of the summer last year we had a wild game
in the woods opposite the church and had hotdogs afterwards on the common.
A great end to our first term.

At Christmas we had a Nativity quiz, which proved great fun, and interesting
for the youths to discover that the traditional Nativity story as told and
performed in schools, is not what is actually written in the bible! The winning
team won sweets.

At the meetings we have not continued the tuck shop but we have provided
drinks with pizza or biscuits etc. Food always is a winner! In fact, one evening
we had a trip down to the fish and chip shop in Southdown, very popular!

We hope in the future to have contact with the youth group from St Nicholas/All
Saints/St Mary’s churches. We attended their youth group evensong service in
December and hope to have more links with them in the future.

Rose Davey
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St Luke’s Cell prayer group, named after the ‘beloved physician’, has members
drawn from St John's and Southdown Methodist churches. We pray for those
in particular need of prayer — this includes those mentioned in the weekly pew
sheet, and others for whom we are asked to pray, who live in the parish or are
friends or relatives of people living in the parish. By interceding in this way,
we help to share God's healing power with other people.

Every month each of us prays for a different group of about five people. The
ages of those we pray for range from the very young to the very old, and in
addition to those on the weekly pew sheet, there are about fifty others whom
we have been asked to pray for over a longer period.

Many of us attend the monthly meeting, at which we pray together for all
these people, using a short service based on Common Worship in which we
remember by name all those on the current list. We meet on the second
Wednesday of the month at 2.00 pm in St John’s Vicarage.

We always welcome new members (including those who are unable to come to
meetings), as well as news of people in need of prayer. Please contact us if you
would like to know more or if you know of people you wish us to pray for.

Michael Hughes
Tel 01582 765576



St John’s Fellowship and Study Group Report 2015 - 16 ]

~

fsha ring insights with the vest of the
ﬂined the study group originally \ group allows me to get a Lot more out
because | often wanted to ask of the book we ave studying - and it
questions about sermons or readings. is a safe place to ask seemingly
It is helpful to discuss texts, ideas and “foolish’ questions.
themes with others as it can )

sometimes progress, or widen your
thinking. The occasional visits to St
Albans for special talks are another

way to find out more in depth. The ) . o
: . . Reading and discussing ‘The Jesus I never
group is supportive, forbearing, n
knew' by Philip Yancey shone completely

enjoyable and good company. fresh light on the gospel for me. The

author seemed to ask our group: Why? In
trying to answer that question my

K perspective of Jesus was completely
refreshed. Our weekly discussions are

challenging but warm-hearted, the shared

Truth to tell, | find the prayers restorative.

books difficult but enjoy the \

company and the perceptions

\\Of the group.
J

Being a slow reader and not as disciplined as | \
'Learning to Dream Again' by Samuel o )

Bible is an act of worship and I should
do so more regularly.

thankfully, the people in the group ‘meet me
where | am’ and | have gained so much from
listening to their views and making good friends.
Each week we looked at a new
chapter dealing with a particular
theme with the Bible at its core. I left ) ) )
and fellowship of the group and

encouraged to worship, serve, follow
and love the Lord. God’s Word and learn from other people to help

k / Q and apply it in my own life. /

challenging. It’s a place where | can go to explore

! " #$ %&°&(0



St John’s website, including Easyfundraising and e-newsletter
stjiohnsharpenden.org.uk

The St John’s website continues to be a ‘shop front’ for our church
community. The PCC Communications Committee has recently reviewed our
needs for website content and management and we have concluded that (a)
the design needs to be updated; (b) that there should be some content
changes; and (c) that the effort to maintain / update the website should be
shared. Consequent to this, we are currently reviewing options for operating
the site in the future and expect to make a recommendation to the PCC and
then make the necessary changes in the in the next 12 months.

During 2015/16, there have been no significant changes in the website
functionality and goals. Over Easter we experimented by temporarily
replacing the home page with updates about Lauryn Awbrey’s trip to the Holy
Land We have continued with last year’s initiatives to upload the Parish
Magazine and to provide an electronic newsletter (9 were issued during the
year, with a 10 due before the APCM). To be added to the mailing list, send
an email to me at newsletter@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk. The Newsletter
Archive is at stjohnsharpenden.org.uk/enewsletter.shtml.

We continued to promote the use of the Easy Fundraising service through the
website. This service allows St John’s to benefit the commission that e-
commerce web sites are prepared to pay for visitors. We have raised over
£2.400 (just over £800 in the last 12 months — a reduction from the previous
year) through the service at no cost to users.

I strongly encourage you to register for this service if you have not
already done so. I also suggest you download and install the
toolbar as this will be a handy reminder. The URL to visit is
stjohnsharpenden.org.uk/fundraise.shtml.

It is hard to say how exactly how ‘real’ visitors we receive to the website as the
traffic analysis
available will

not always
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distinguish
between visits
from search engines such as Google and real people. For instance, the growth
early in 2016 is unlikely to represent ‘real people’ — we also had a similar
‘spike’ in 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015). Of greater note is that this does
represent an increase of around 10% compared to last year an increase; it
would appear that in a typical day, the website receives around 35 — 45.0
visits. The most common search terms are ‘harpenden’, ‘ash’, ‘wednesday’,
‘sermon’, ‘church’, and johns’/’john’s’ (as last year).

01i04/1s
49745 total visits

Neil Middleton
8 April 2016



Mothers’ Union Report

2015 - 2016
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Christian care for families

The Mothers’ Union promotes the well-being of families and has a membership of
4 million in 83 countries round the world.

At St John'’s, we have a membership of 39 but we would be delighted to welcome
new members. We meet in the Committee Room on the first Wednesday of each
month at 7.30p.m. Apart from the regular meetings, there is also the opportunity
for members to get together at Corporate Communion in the Lady Chapel at 9.30
a.m. on the 3rd Wednesday of each month, followed by coffee.

We are an informal and very friendly group and each member contributes to the
work of the Branch in their own way. Some members sit on the committee, some
use their knitting skills for babies and families overseas and many fill plastic bags
with toiletries for Yarl’'s Wood Immigration Removal Centre. Yarl’s Wood is the
only long term detention centre for women in the UK and usually holds around
300 women. The women may be asylum seekers, foreign prisoners, migrant
workers or victims of trafficking. The toiletry packs are very much appreciated.

Branch members support a variety of charities, one of the most popular being
AFIA (Away From It All). Help is given to families who might be under stress,
financially or otherwise by providing a holiday or family day trip together.

All members are happy to serve tea and coffee and to bake cakes whenever needed
and all seek to serve Christ in the community through prayer and fellowship.
During the past year we have enjoyed a series of excellent talks by invited
speakers on topics ranging from healthy eating to the life of a court usher.

The laughter and friendly chatter that can be heard in the hall when we gather to
put together the posies for the Mothers’ Day Service is an indication of how we all
enjoy working together and being useful. There is a sense of job well done when
we watch the faces of the children in church the next day as they present their
mothers with the posies.
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